It is a well-known fact that drinking water plays an important role in the spread of cholera. By the introduction of the municipal water supplies, cholera has ceased to be of such serious importance in the towns of India as it used to be previously. At the present time cholera is a problem of the villages.
Our present methods of dealing with cholera are of the suppressive rather than preventive type. Any organization for the control of the disease is put into action after an epidemic of cholera has already started; this can never be successful.
On the other hand if we can ensure the safety of drinking water in the villages, this will be a real preventive measure which will go a longway towards eradicating the disease.
In the majority of the cholera provinces of India the chief sources of water supply are ground wells, and they are also the chief sources of the epidemics of cholera. It is impossible to do away with these wells and the tube-well has been a failure. The safeguarding of these wells will be a real preventive measure against cholera. Besides, pure drinking water is a rare commodity in the villages. The [ June, 1934 Nobody should be able to lower his own bucket, but everybody should be able to draw water when required. The well must be completely covered at the top in such a way as to be easily uncovered at any time whenever it is necessary to clean the well or repair the apparatus, and the covering easily placed again when the cleaning is finished. The well must be capable of being used in the ordinary way whenever so desired.
Below is given a description of a contrivance that fulfils these requirements and the manner in which it should be constructed. The following materials are required (see figure 1) [ June, 1934 (Continued at foot oj next column) (Continued from premous column) cross bar is located the cross bar pulley. The rope of the bucket passes over this pulley and then through a notch in the top of the wall and is attached to the drawing pulley. Both the pulleys are in the same level so that the rope is kept in a straight line horizontally from the cross-bar pulley to the drawing pulley (figure 1). The notch in the wall over which the rope passes allows sufficient room for the free play of the rope without any friction.
The rope is wound round the drawing pulley, which is turned by means of the projecting bar (figure 4). The play of the drawing pulley is restricted to the central part of the wall by the nails ' N Fig. 3 . ' Cross-bar pulley.
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